The Great Gatsby
Five things you didn’t know about F. Scott Fitzgerald

F. Scott Fitzgerald’s full name is Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald.  
He was named after his great uncle, who also had a way with words.  Growing up, he just went by Scott.
He’s from Minnesota.

And you thought all they had to offer was Fargo and the Vikings!  F. Scott Fitzgerald put Minnesota on the literary map when he crafted a character (Nick Carraway, the narrator in Gatsby) that travels east after growing up in a “Middle Western city,” just as the author himself did.  

(Nick Carraway also has a famous great-uncle whom he never met but allegedly looks like.  This great uncle was a soldier, but a substitute one who witnessed battles and did not fight in them.  Hmm, come to think of it, maybe he wrote a song about one.)

His wife was the first flapper.
The flapper craze swept the nation in the 1920s.  Many, including Fitzgerald, credited Zelda Sayre as the first “flapper,” a new breed of woman that wore their skirts short and their hair in a bob.  Flappers’ love of jazz music was central to the “Jazz Age,” a period which heavily influenced Fitzgerald’s works, such as This Side of Paradise and The Great Gatsby.  Also of paramount influence to his work were their expensive jaunts around the globe and her 15-month stint in a mental hospital.
He was an Ivy League-educated soldier.

Fitzgerald attended Princeton University and served in World War I.  These conflicting experiences, which blended affluence and despair, made him a de facto member of “The Lost Generation” – a group of American writers who drifted around Europe, desensitized to life.  Also known as the expatriates, this group included literary giants like Ernest Hemingway and Ezra Pound.
He lost his touch.
The Great Gatsby is considered by many to be the most important novel of its time period.  However, Fitzgerald’s head got the best of him.  According to Hemingway’s A Moveable Feast, Fitzgerald at one point became so insecure about his body that he asked Hemingway to examine the proportions of his body parts.  Later, Hemingway would say that Fitzgerald was like a butterfly who had become aware of the beauty of his wings and therefore would never be able to focus on flying again.  Fitzgerald became a well-paid magazine writer (many said he “sold out”), but never recreated the greatness of Gatsby.  He died at the age of 44 as a result of complications from alcoholism. 
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