“Civil Disobedience”
Round Robin Discussion

During class today, four students will facilitate a round robin discussion on Thoreau’s essay “Civil Disobedience.”  Each student facilitator will set up a station in a corner of the room.  The class will divide into four groups of equal size (most likely 4-6 students).  Each group will circulate around the room at designated intervals to discuss a designated topic pertaining to the essay at each facilitator’s station.  This will hopefully be a fun and productive way to engage in the material, especially considering that, as Lauren pointed out, we only have a 7-12 minute attention span.
Station One:  Was Thoreau a Libertarian?  Was Thoreau unpatriotic?  Are you?
Script for Facilitator:  

“The focus of this station is to examine Thoreau’s proposal of what we could call a ‘hands-off’ government.  Basically, if he were around today, he might be considered a Libertarian – someone who believes the federal government should have very little control of our lives.”

“Take a look at questions 1 and 6 from your homework last night.  Review your responses so that you have an understanding of Thoreau’s views.  Then, take just 60 seconds to jot down your own ideas on this topic in your notebook.  Do you agree or disagree with Thoreau?  Why?”

For the remainder of the time, the facilitator will lead a discussion surrounding this topic.
The facilitator should link Thoreau’s ideas to contemporary issues as much as possible, and should try to elicit a response from each student in the group.

Bottom line questions:
· Do you believe that government is best which governs not at all?

· Do you believe it is disgraceful at this time to be associated with the American government?

Station Two:  MLK’s Letter from a Birmingham Jail

Script for Facilitator:

“The focus of this station is to examine how Thoreau’s essay forms the basis of Martin Luther King’s ‘Letter from a Birmingham Jail.’  You all remember that from your summer reading, right?”

(You can quickly summarize the letter for the students if some lazy bums did not read it.)

“Take a look at question 13 from your homework last night.  Review your response so that you are familiar with Thoreau’s epiphany (or sudden realization) during his night in jail.  Then, take just 60 seconds to jot down in your notebook the ideas that you remember from Martin Luther King’s ‘Letter from a Birmingham Jail.’”
For the remainder of the time, the facilitator will lead a discussion surrounding this topic.

The facilitator should give equal treatment to Thoreau’s essay and to King’s essay, and should try to elicit a response from each member of the group.

Bottom line questions:

· How did MLK use Thoreau’s essay as a basis for his own?

· Do you agree with what Thoreau is saying in his essay?  Would you say those things?

· Do you agree with what Thoreau did?  Would you be willing to go to jail for a night to stand up for what you believe?
Station Three:  Does voting matter?

Script for facilitator:

“The focus for this station is examining whether it is worth it to vote.  This is especially relevant since we have an election coming up in just two weeks, and we are all rapidly approaching legal voting age.”

“Take a look at question 8 from your homework last night.  Review your response so that you are familiar with Thoreau’s opinion on how relevant voting is.  Then, take just 60 seconds to jot down your own ideas concerning voting and its relevance.”  
For the remainder of the time, the facilitator will lead a discussion surrounding this topic.

If you find that all members of the group have the same opinion, try playing devil’s advocate:

· If everyone thinks that voting is great and that you should vote, remind them that we live in a Democratic state that has endorsed the Democratic candidate for President in nearly every election.  In fact, most states generally vote a certain way nearly every single time, so really, doesn’t it only matter if we live in one of those few “swing states”?

· If everyone thinks that voting is pointless, remind them that it is an intrinsic part of our democratic system, and without we wouldn’t be able to have a representative democracy.  Remind them that during our lifetime, a Presidential election was so close that it needed to be decided by the Supreme Court.  (Al Gore, the guy I voted for, lost.)  Remind them that the Malden School Committee election of 2008 was decided by one vote.  (Adam Weldai, the guy I voted for, lost.)
Bottom line question:

· Everyone tells you to vote.  John McCain.  Mr. Milne.  P Diddy.  So, is it really all it’s cracked up to be?  Or are we, as Thoreau would suggest, lying to ourselves about our own significance?
Station Four:  Economic Bailout

Script for facilitator:

“The focus of this station is the recent ‘economic bailout plan,’ which was passed by Congress in recent weeks.  Many American citizens supported the bailout plan, as they saw no alternative remedy for the dire economic situation our country was facing.  Other citizens, however, opposed the plan, saying that it took taxpayers’ money and gave it to the rich, greedy CEOs of companies.”
“Take a look at question 12 from your homework last night.  Review your response.  I think this will give you a good indication of how Thoreau would have felt about the bailout proposals.  Then, take just 60 seconds to jot down in your notebook everything you know about the recently passed economic bailout plan.  Consider what you have learned from your history class and what you may have heard/read in the news.  Jot down your own thoughts about whether the bailout was a good idea.”
For the remainder of the time, the facilitator will lead a discussion surrounding this topic.

If you find that all members of the group have the same opinion, try playing devil’s advocate:

· If everyone likes the bailout, remind them that it is not “government money” that is going to the CEOs but “taxpayers’ money” – OUR money.  Remind them that the CEOs of certain company’s went on wild spending sprees, and did not actually spend the money as it was intended.  And several days after the bailout, the stock market actually LOST several HUNDRED points.
· If everyone hates the bailout, remind them that the current economic situation is perhaps as dire as that of the 1920s and 1930s.  Remind them that we had the greatest single-day loss in the HISTORY of the stock market.  Remind them that, in a society such as ours, we have a responsibility to maintain the economy, the veritable foundation (for better or for worse) of our capitalist existence.

Bottom line questions:

· Was this bailout a good idea?

· What would Thoreau have said about the bailout? 

· What should we, as an American people, have done about the bailout?


