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“Civil Disobedience”
Please answer the following questions based on your reading of “Civil Disobedience.”
1. Thoreau says "that government is best which governs not at all." What does he mean?
2. According to Thoreau, who or what is responsible for keeping the country free, settling the West, and educating?

3. What, instead of the law, does Thoreau believe one should respect?

4. What does Thoreau consider his only obligation?

5. Thoreau states that most people serve the state with their bodies or with their heads. What essential quality does he believe is often missing in these people?

6. Why does Thoreau state that one "cannot without disgrace be associated with" American government at that time?

7. What two specific reasons does Thoreau give to justify a revolution against the government?

8. Why does Thoreau consider voting to be relatively worthless?
9. Thoreau states that people should not obey unjust laws while seeking to amend them, but that government punishes those who do so. What five individuals does he hold up as examples of people who have disobeyed unjust laws and been punished for doing so?
10. When, according to Thoreau, should one break the law?
11. How many honest men will it take, according to Thoreau, to bring an end to slavery? What must this honest man do?
12. Why does Thoreau not feel a duty to help support a government in financial difficulty?
13. Though only in prison for one night, Thoreau sensed that a great change had taken place. What, according to him, was different?
14. Why did Thoreau refuse to pay the poll tax?


