Ten Curriculum Questions


The following ten questions address major concepts covered in our class.  For each, please type a solid paragraph response to demonstrate what you have learned throughout the year.  Feel free to refer back to any material in your binder so that you can provide comprehensive responses.  Please submit your responses for a test grade during the week of our final exam. 
1. Define the three classical Greek rhetorical techniques (ethos, pathos, and logos) and show examples of how Martin Luther King, Jr., used them in his “Letter from Birmingham Jail.”

2. What are the major tenets (beliefs) of the Transcendentalists?  How did Henry David Thoreau’s Walden experiment exemplify these Transcendentalist values?

3. How does Eudora Welty’s “Why I Live at the P.O.” or Alice Walker’s “Everyday Use” function as a quintessential “prodigal child” story?

4. How does John Updike’s “A & P” function as a quintessential coming-of-age story?

5. Describe the experimental Modernist narration of William Faulkner’s As I Lay Dying, and, in particular, what was innovative about this type of narration.

6. How did the poetry of Walt Whitman represent Transcendentalist views?

7. Why do you think Hamlet is considered the smartest of all characters?  How does he reveal this intellect through his soliloquies, monologues, and dialogue?  

8. What are the unique elements of Ernest Hemingway’s writing style, and why are his works considered representative of “the Lost Generation”?
9. How is The Great Gatsby representative of the 1920s and the Lost Generation?

10. How does Atticus Finch use Greek rhetorical devices in the closing argument of To Kill a Mockingbird?
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