Letter from Birmingham Jail Discussion Questions
Common Core Standards:  RI.11-12.2, RI.11-12.5, RI.11-12.6

Do Now:  Jot down some quick responses to these discussion questions.  Be prepared to elaborate in our circle discussion.  Try to reference the text directly whenever possible.

What are King’s reasons for being in Birmingham?  How does King answer to the charge of being an outsider?

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”  What is the meaning of this quote?  Why is the rhetoric particularly effective?

What are the four basic steps of nonviolent direct action?  Can you think of another historical example of nonviolent protest which followed these steps?

“Freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor; it must be demanded by the oppressed…Justice too long delayed is justice denied.”  What is the meaning of this quote?  What is another historical example of this? Why is the rhetoric particularly effective?

How does King define “just” versus “unjust” laws?  Do you agree with the definition?

“One who breaks an unjust law must do so openly, lovingly.”  What do you think of this idea?  Does it make sense?

What is your favorite quote from the piece?  Why is the rhetoric particularly effective?

Comment on the overall structure of the piece.  Is it convincing and engaging.  Why?

Write your own idea for a discussion question here:
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