Characteristics of Whitman’s Poetry from Clippage
-Notion of being “simple and clear.” Making poetry accessible for the masses.

-“Every soul has its own individual voice.” Believes strongly in the individual and the value and uniqueness of each individual voice.

-“I am the poet of slaves and the masters of slaves; I am the poet of the body and of the soul. I am.” How do these lines set a tone for the language and themes to appear prominently in Whitman’s poetry? What is significant about these lines historically?

-The importance of the “I” as an essential feature of Whitman’s poetry
-Throwing out the form and embracing free verse. “Poem without boundaries…everything can flow in.”

-Collection appeared without Whitman’s name—just a photo of him in overalls. He is the everyman, rather than the intellectual. 

-Concerns himself with the realistic details of being a human, e.g., sweat and armpits. This notion of the “whole person” is essential to Whitman’s work. Our bodies are a part of our stories. 
