Transcendentalism Test Review
· HDT’s Biography

· great passion for nature

· lived in the woods at Walden Pond, Concord

· two years

· documented plant life

· lived simply and deliberately

· good friends and actually employed by Ralph Waldo Emerson

· Emerson provided his land for him

· Left his job as a teacher because he did not believe in corporal punishment

· rejected a diploma from Harvard

· On the Duty of Civil Disobedience

· Historical Context

· refused to pay the poll tax

· it supported the Mexican War and slavery

· 1 day in jail

· someone bailed him out by paying his tax

· this ideology influenced many leaders, including MLK and Gandhi

· Main Ideas

· Peaceful Protest

· Small Government (“That government which governs least…”)

· Government should be an expedient

· In an unjust world, the place for the just man is in prison.

· AP questions

· the first 3 paragraphs of the essay

· “expedient” what does it mean?

· “standing arm” – what literary device

· why does he use first person?

· how would you describe the passage as a whole?

· what can we infer from the passage?

· what is the passage’s tone?

· Tenets of Transcendentalism (6 major ideas) – see handout

· Walden – the philosophies he talks about

· Economy

· Where I Lived, and What I Lived For

· Reading

· Whitman
· Bio we read in class

· When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer

· I Hear America Singing

· In what ways were his poems Transcendentalist?

· For the common man (audience)

· Experience is the best teacher

· Free verse = represented a rejection of Romanticism

· Otherwise, Transcendentalism is sort of American Romanticism

· Modern Applications of Transcendentalism

· 2 articles from NYT

· song from DMB

· Ralph Waldo Emerson’s “Self-Reliance”

